
  CERAMICS 

Hanging Wall Sculptures 

INSTRUCTOR: Elaine Buss, Visiting Assistant Professor in Foundation 
 
Artists in this workshop will explore clay’s vast potential to become both 
form and surface through making wall-hanging sculptures. Versatile and 
approachable techniques to hand building will be covered, such as slab 
building, working with templates, and forming with molds. A scary part 
of making wall sculptures is safely hanging them – we will demystify this 
process through simple mechanisms integrated into the forms we make. 
Each student will choose what subject matter they want to explore in their 
work. Their concepts will be strengthened through surface design 
techniques such as underglaze painting, sgrafitto, and paper resists. 
Demonstrations will emphasize techniques that are transferable to 
classrooms (especially ones with spatial or time constraints) but will also 
be responsive to the participating artists’ interests.

Studio Materials to Bring  
• Apron (we will provide you one as well) 
• Towel 
• Basic ceramic tools kit, or: 

Amazon (low quality, but fun); Dick Blick (better quality) 
• Rubber ribs, or: 

	       Mudtools, Sherril, or Xiem are best; Kemper is fine 
• Sketch book 
• Drawing utensils (pen/pencil) 
• Camel or Sable Hair Brushes - Round or Filbert   

Supplies with links may be ordered online from the KCAI Underground. Students may contact 
the Underground at artstore@kcai.edu or (816)802-3349 to have supplies available for pick 
prior to the start of class, or when the store opens at 8:30 a.m. on Monday, July 7th.

EDUCATORS ARTLAB 2025 
Sunday, July 6 - Friday, July 11 

Kansas City Art Institute  
Educators ArtLab 2025 
4415 Warwick Blvd  
Kansas City, MO 64111

https://artsupplies.kcai.edu/kcai-grid-apron.html
https://artsupplies.kcai.edu/richeson-pottery-tool-kit.html
https://www.amazon.com/KACOLA-Sculpting-Modeling-Trimming-Embossing/dp/B09DD2BHF4/ref=sr_1_58?crid=3JQOBUIJD27OS&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ZdM7AEgkk0VbAHPZmbiAXx7Fg3-ebeFTcR7g2Qy5rIt9OQx_Bcp95g3h-xOXXsDVI-5p13ByRWpYZUOEhSXlTYu2Mu4uelFlbWggsIxz_eyd5aqZgbcb3_ESriq1QggMyI8t0Ir9rXSDjCtrQibj_XZyfL7H0YbjUlaguf3T6-OA_OTHRToYPyxAcP3C24CFVn_14K6owC9KMw_5ztM8JRgL6J4iIzplAJbb4otic25LPf_E5V9vBzOkLRYCZShQkcrVvVr0_lAFVy9c2qwAWdhkwQtw_Xrv3lfttWp7sp4.xEZUfkWU3qgEjgVc3pFelA67Bii0Ao50a4i4y0TRLUo&dib_tag=se&keywords=rubber+pottery+rib&qid=1713490086&sprefix=rubber+pottery+rib,aps,110&sr=8-58
https://www.dickblick.com/products/kemper-pottery-tool-kit/
https://artsupplies.kcai.edu/mudtool-polymer-rib.html
https://www.amazon.com/Xiem-Tools-Firm-Silicone-Rib/dp/B075QM33XX/ref=sr_1_21_sspa?crid=2HH9DMJ7UL11Q&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.W-58RTGqOapRWJJe--cQnnGCnqb6NHXTBRX38BEsMqxM1AM97nidX38v2Rb_3yKxO1avHCxW2V_rxHSfWl2NzI1UL-fOEk2yykk4_9a9JJIDnfk4vqEFDyGc7Ldh9T0b0UW7Tq1EasZac45IhaliastxrqBBD4RUrSNfcuvjhXfZy6XNi8rslNPrx5dcmjDtuRgGf-nG0iKY7yJ_p_XGug.KNz1DmTZ966zADSyzLmp-UYyEEdf5JsSoJZE_auHCV4&dib_tag=se&keywords=xiem%2Brubber%2Brib&qid=1713490501&sprefix=xiem%2Brubber%2Brib%2Caps%2C122&sr=8-21-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9tdGY&smid=A2FM4U7H4CXNJF&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Kemper-Finish-Rubbers-small-soft/dp/B004BN92UG/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3871RBBS29TOO&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.5qYk47xCVygkvoJMvOg2DoXlqzs_njsR1_D_iALTUGad3wS5Qld-YDfwPYy7dwuGBYm5YzU7542ybALiU03nSJuztoulgK6ZdcIC3FoyT104kA27XlnWaK19p9-DzNPcq8sCdPD7D4Y4Pn1jTngss-lBSQNXcTeuhNFGH7VCelwZgz1qhGEQcVEVwEOkciUYC6SebiuJj2EgAyDsEI40WDdiEuNN2IqbE4_bzFkO2PwH0lmPheRDQRJ-wdX60wucclOLl_6FXKiXhEct5UN8nOqIP5NQGQptNPnlrAOhtdc.pWY32RI5HmUOLhmpO4hybGVib-0XlKtzYzJa0CNuNYU&dib_tag=se&keywords=blue+rubber+rib&qid=1713490603&sprefix=blue+rubber+rib%2Caps%2C131&sr=8-1
https://artsupplies.kcai.edu/art-materials-supplies/paper/sketchbooks/
https://artsupplies.kcai.edu/art-materials-supplies/drawing-sketching/
https://artsupplies.kcai.edu/art-materials-supplies/painting/brushes-knives/
https://www.amazon.com/Transon-Watercolor-Brushes-Watercolors-Acrylics/dp/B06XTMNKVF/ref=sr_1_14?crid=2S4BHRSGIQVI0&keywords=sable+hair+brushes+round+and+filbert&qid=1651455543&sprefix=sable+hair+brushes+round+and+filber%2Caps%2C171&sr=8-14
https://artsupplies.kcai.edu/
mailto:artstore@kcai.edu
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